Grace H. Elta was born in Flint, Michigan, in 1951. She attended the University of Michigan for both her bachelor of science and medical degrees, where she was awarded Phi Beta Kappa and Alpha Omega Alpha honor societies. Her Internal Medicine residency and GI fellowship were at Tufts New England Medical Center in Boston. In 1982, she returned to Ann Arbor for a faculty position and was promoted to Professor of Medicine in 1997 ([Author photos 1](#fig1){ref-type="fig"} and [2](#fig2){ref-type="fig"}). In 2015, she was named the H. Marvin Pollard Collegiate Chair of Gastroenterology ([Author photo 3](#fig3){ref-type="fig"}). She has many administrative duties in Ann Arbor; since 1986 she has been the physician lead of the GI outpatient clinics, and since 2002 she has been the Associate Chief for Clinical Programs in Gastroenterology and the Physician Lead for the Medical Procedures Unit.Author photo 1University of Michigan GI Division in 1987. Dr Elta is seated in the second chair from the left. Although she had been in the Division for only 5 years at that time, she was already "senior enough" to be seated with Drs Dobbins, Henley, Nostrant, Yamada, Owyang, Gumucio, VanDyke, and Boland.Author photo 2University of Michigan GI Division in early 1990s. Dr Owyang was now the Division chief. Several well-known faculty and fellows were in the division at that time, including Drs Michael Lucey, John Wiley, John Del Valle, Bob Fontana, Kimberly Brown, Laurel Fisher, John Carethers, and Juanita Merchant.Author photo 3In 2014 Dr Elta was awarded the H. Marvin Pollard Collegiate Professorship Chair at the University of Michigan.

In the 1990s, Grace served on the governing board of the American Gastroenterology Association (AGA) during her term as Chair of the AGA's Patient Care Committee ([Author photo 4](#fig4){ref-type="fig"}), and in 2005 she completed a 6-year term on the Subspecialty Board in Gastroenterology for the American Board of Internal Medicine ([Author photo 5](#fig5){ref-type="fig"}). Grace has been very involved in the American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE), serving on several committees, as councilor on the governing board, as ASGE secretary, and as annual meeting program chair, culminating as Society President for 2007 to 2008 ([Author photo 6](#fig6){ref-type="fig"}, [Author photo 7](#fig7){ref-type="fig"}, [Author photo 8](#fig8){ref-type="fig"}). Currently, she serves as Chair of the Digestive Disease Week Council, which is made up of 4 society groups that put on the largest annual GI professional conference in the world.Author photo 4Dr Elta was on the AGA governing board in 1998 in her role as Chair of the Patient Care committee.Author photo 5Dr Elta served on the American Board of Internal Medicine GI question writing board for 6 years; this photo was in 2000 at a board meeting.Author photo 6Dr Elta served on the ASGE governing board for a total of 10 years in various capacities; this photo was in 2002.Author photo 7Dr Elta served as ASGE president in 2007-2008; this photo was at the incoming committee chair orientation meeting.Author photo 8At DDW, 2017, Dr Elta attended the celebration of all 4 GI professional societies having women presidents.

Since 2001, Dr Elta has been on the annual list of "Best Doctors in America," and she is the recipient of many grants and awards. She has received 2 University of Michigan outstanding clinician awards. In 2013, she received both the AGA's Distinguished Clinician Award and the ASGE's Distinguished Educator Award. Dr Elta is a frequent speaker at national and international meetings and has authored over 100 original peer-reviewed manuscripts, along with numerous abstracts and book chapters. Interventional endoscopy has been her GI subspecialty ([Author photo 9](#fig9){ref-type="fig"}).Author photo 9Dr Elta served as faculty at multiple courses; this photo was at the Case Western advanced endoscopy fellow course in 2010.

Grace has been married to Michael Elta for 44 years and has 3 children and 2 grandchildren, with a third on the way. She is currently in "phased retirement," which gives her additional time off for 3 years before retirement. She primarily spends this "off time" at her lake home in northern Michigan with her husband and 2 Corgis. Grace and Michael enjoy numerous outdoor activities throughout all of the seasons.

As a faculty member of one of the largest GI divisions in the country for 35 years, Grace has had the privilege of training (and of learning from) numerous GI fellows, all of whom have gone on to illustrious careers in both academics and private practice. Grace is particularly proud of that educational legacy ([Video 1](#appsec1){ref-type="sec"}, available online at [www.VideoGIE.org](http://www.VideoGIE.org){#interref0010}).
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Video 1Interview with Grace H. Elta.
